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JULIUS WELLHAUSEN 

No name has been more conspicuously associated with the change of 
view which has marked the Old Testament study of the past generation 
than that of Julius Wellhausen. It is not that Professor Wellhausen 
originated the new interpretation of Jewish history and literature, so 
much as that he laid hold of that interpretation and vigorously and 
brilliantly developed and disseminated it. Julius Wellhausen was born 
May 17, 1844. He pursued his early studies in theology at the Univer- 
sity of Gottingen where he habilitated in 1870 in the Old Testament 
department. In 1872 he became ordinary professor of theology at 
Greifswald, undertaking soon after an extraordinary professorship of 
oriental languages at Halle. In 1885 he became ordinary professor at 
Marburg, and in 1892 at Gottingen, where he has since remained. His 
publications have been numerous and important. They have to do 
with three fields, the Old Testament, Mohammedanism, and the New 
Testament. His earliest books dealt with the text of the Books of 
Samuel (1871), and the Pharisees and Sadducees (1874). Among his 
notable Old Testament books are Einleitung in das Alte Testament 
(1893); Prolegomena zur Geschichte Israels (1899); Die Komposition 
des Hexateuchs und der historischer Backer des Alten Testaments (1876), 
and Israel und seine Geschichte (1901). The brilliant sketch of Israel's 
history which he contributed to the ninth edition of the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica at the instance of W. Robertson Smith undoubtedly did 
much to spread his reputation and views among English-speaking 
students. His Reste des arabischen Heidenthums is an invaluable con- 
tribution to the understanding of primitive Semitic religion. In later 
years, besides his Arabic and Mohammedan studies (such as Das 
arabische Reich und sein Sturz [1902]), Professor Wellhausen has made 
notable contributions to New Testament study, foremost among which 
stand his somewhat radical but stimulating commentaries on Matthew 
(1904), Mark (2d ed., 1909), and Luke (1904), and his trenchant synoptic 
treatise entitled, Enleitung in die drei ersten Evangelien (1905). No 
living scholar has made more notable contributions to three distinct 
fields of biblical and Semitic study. 
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